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PRESS RELEASE  

August 22nd, 2016 

 

Lore Bert’s 80th birthday in Mexico City ! 
»In the vortex of cultures - fragile values« 

 

On the occasion of the 80th birthday of Lore Bert, starting on September 
8th, 2016, Galería Ethra in Mexico City presents masterpieces of the 
internationally known artist. The exhibition is part of the global travelling 
exhibition »In the vortex of cultures – fragile values«. 
 
Starting on April 15th in the famous ›Circolo del Ministero degli Affari Esteri‹ in Rome, the 
travelling exhibition went to the well-known ›VIU‹ (Venice International University) on San 
Servolo in Venice and Schloss Mochental in Southern Germany. Prior to the presentation of 
Lore Berts works in Italy, Poland, Switzerland and the USA, her works are shown in Mexico 
in the Museo de la Cancillería as well as in Galería Ethra, which celebrates its 8th 
anniversary this year. 
 
The theme comes as a reaction to the events that mark our present time. The world is in a 
state of unrest and change, exposed to destruction, and sinks, very often, into chaos. Many 
values are shattered, the material such as the ideal ones. The artists seek new possibilities 
of visual expression to give a shape to their dismay. Lore Bert's childhood was marked by 
war and destruction; she knows the pain of being homeless. Her answer does not consist in 
the desire to make everything as stable as possible, but in the will to awaken a sensitivity 
towards the vulnerability of human beings and of the fragility of values.  Lore Berts paper art 
is a plea for more caution – together and for one another – as well as for a ›Dialogue of 
Cultures‹. During her international projects she experienced ›the Foreign‹ as an enrichment 
rather than as a threat. That is why she cares to integrate aspects of each local culture and 
history into her exhibitions across the world.  

It is a nice coincidence that both countries, Mexico and Germany, are coming closer during 
the »German Year« in Mexico, which celebrates the bilateral relationship with regard to 
politics, science, economics and culture. Besides various large and small scale works made 
of Japanese paper, Lore Bert is presenting floor plans of Mexican churches, for which she 
chose the medium waxed paper. Furthermore, a large paper environment that she dedicated 
to the famous Mexican music of the Mariachi, listed as one of the intangible UNESCO world 
culture heritage, will be shown. 

Lore Bert’s artworks mean ‘nothing’, at least nothing particular in a hermeneutical sense, and 
do not seek to answer any questions. Through her works she rather wants to raise 
awareness for the vulnerability of mankind and its values as well as the beauty and 
preciousness of different people, values, cultures and religions. 

A characteristic component of the oeuvre of Lore Bert, born July 2, 1936 in Gießen 
(Germany), is the use of handmade paper from Japan, Nepal, Korea and China to which is 
added, sometimes, even the Egyptian papyrus. All her works acquire aspatial dimension. 
Collages, relief-objects, banners and sculptures, which the artist already creates since the 
80s, all of her installations and environments are an evidence of her interest in materials and 
forms but, at the same time, even in space and context. Paper is the material that Lore Bert 
prefers but since the mid-90s light becomes another key-component of her work. The artist 
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creates environments with light neon tubes, neon signs, numbers and oriental neon globes, 
until the composition of entire ›light rooms‹. 
 
Until 2015 more than 125 rooms (environments) have been created in public institutions in 
Europe, Asia, Africa, United Arab Emirates and America. Architectural shapes and elements, 
ornaments, numbers and letters build Lore Bert’s vocabulary of forms; texts borrowed from 
Natural Sciences, Philosophy and Poetry (quotations from Kant, Goethe and Rilke, Goodman 
and Quine, Machiavelli and Dante) from Mathematics (Theory of Sets by Cantor), from Logic 
(The Truth Table), abstract qualities, universal relationships and the Absolute, in its poetical 
beauty, all these elements make up the content of her work. 
 
In the last 40 years Lore Bert - born and raised in Darmstadt, student of the sculptor Hans 
Uhlmann at ›Hochschule für Bildende Künste‹ (Academy of Fine Arts) in Berlin – has realized 
over 250 exhibitions in 26 countries, and among them, more than 40 museum exhibitions. 
She has participated several times in international art biennials: in 1999 she has been guest 
of honor at the Biennale of Sharjah (United Arab Emirates), in 2011 guest of honor at the 
Biennial of Izmir (Turkey), in 2013 she joined the 55. Venice Biennial in the official category 
›Collateral events‹ with an extraordinary exhibition in the Biblioteca Marciana in Piazza San 
Marco, which attracted more than 105,000 visitors and was included in the ten most 
important cultural events of the entire season in Italy. Lore Bert’s works are part of several 
public collections and are documented in more than 110 books and catalogues.  
Lore Bert lives and works today between Mainz and Venice. 
 

On occasion of the travelling exhibition, an extensive multilingual monography documenting all 
stations will be published. 

Current stations of the travelling exhibition: 
1./2. Oktober 2016 Mazara del Vallo/I – Galleria Municipale Santo Vasallo 

13. Oktober 2016 Lugano/CH – Five Gallery  
Februar 2017 Lublin/PL – Museum of Art 
Frühjar 2017 Milano/I – Museo Diocesano 

 
Contact:   

Dr. Dorothea van der Koelen · dvdk@lore-bert.com · Mobil: +49 – 171 – 4 208 280 
Bilder zum Direkt-Download sowie weitere Presseinformationen unter: 

www.lore-bert.com  


